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Litter is constantly an eye sore and a hazard

why Should
I Care?

It harms precious marine life

It can harm your health and
your safety if you are a
swimmer or a diver.

A navigational hazard. It

You are never
too young to

| keep our Where Does This

beaches

clean Debris Come
From?

Every piece of marine debris has a
careless person’s face behind it. Marine
debris can come from careless beach-
goers, tourists, fishermen, cargo ships,

What is
Marine Debris?

It is any man-made solid trash in our
marine water. We also call it litter. It
can be anything we throw away in our
daily lives such as fast food containers,
beverage cans, plastic bags, styrofoam
coffee cups, tires, ropes, fishing lines
and cigarette butts. Marine debris can
sometimes even be hazardous waste.

Top 10 Marine DeDbris collected from our Seas

passenger ships or commercial fishing
boats. These ships sometimes
discharge garbage or accidentally lose
their cargo in our sea. Some
construction projects and industrial
activities thoughtlessly dispose of their
waste in our seas. Remember what we
thrown on land can also eventually end
up in our marine water.

|. Plastic bags 4. Picnic items such as cups 7. Aluminum cans
2. Bottle caps 5. Plastic beverage bottles 8. Cigarette butts
3. Food wrappers 6. Glass beverage bottles 9. Straws

10. Rope




Does It Take for years

2. Nylon fishing — 600 years

D@bris TO 3. Plastic bottle — 450 years

4. Aluminum cans — Between

80 to 200 years

Disappear?

How Many Years I. Glass bottle — | million

— 0 ® N o

Tin can — 50 years
Nylon ropes — 40 years
Plastic bag — 20 years

. Cigarette butts — 5 years
0. Plywood- Between | to 3

5. Foam buoys used in ships — years
80 years
Type of Activity Types of Marine Who Is
that Produces Debris Responsible?
Marine Debris
Recreational Activities | Plastic bags Beach-goers

Fishing Activities

Dumping Activities

Oil extraction and
discarding of waste

Plastic and glass
Beverage bottles
Metal cans
Clothing

Shoes

Tires

Household items

Nylon ropes

Fishing nets

Old gargours

Fishing hooks

Engine oil from boats
and wood

Pieces of wood
Machine parts
Rusted Drums
Tires

TVs
Refrigerators
Batteries

Drill pipes

Drill pipe protectors
and gloves

Hard hats

Drums

Data recording tape

Picnickers

Commercial
fishermen

Recreational
fishermen
Construction

companies

The general public

Oil tankers

Offshore oil
platforms
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Old sunken
boat dfter being
lifted out of

a Fishing Port
waters

Litter is §
constantly an
eye sore and a
hazard on the

beach

How Does Marine Debris
Impact Our Marine Lite?

Marine debris is a danger to the survival of species already listed as threatened or endangered under
the [IUCN (International Union of Conservation of Nature) Red Data List.

Marine debris affects marine life by entanglement and ingestion. It can also smother them and
prevent them from breathing.

Plastic: This is the most damaging to our environment. Many marine life die from ingesting it or
become entangled in it and then are eaten by other animals. Plastic bags have been known to kill
endangered sea turtles because they mistake them for food (jellyfish). Animals can be injured by
swallowing debris or from having a false sense of being full.

Styrofoam: Some marine birds mistake the plastic particles that make up Styrofoam for food (fish
eggs).

Metal: Some marine organisms ingest the metal and it may result in large animal kills. If it doesn’t
kill them, metal can cause growth defects and reduced reproductivity.

Glass: Broken glass is known to perforate the stomach or small intestine of marine life. Small pieces
of glass get lodged in their windpipes and they suffocate.

Floating debris: Besides being an eye sore, they can carry non-native species for long distances and
alter habitats and ecosystems.
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Did You Know ?

Worldwide, people have reported that at least
143 marine species get entangled in marine
debris, including nearly all the world’s sea
turtles.

At least 162 marine species, including most sea
birds, have been reported to have eaten
plastics and other debris.

6.4 million tons of marine litter are disposed in
oceans and seas every year.

8 million items of marine litter are disposed in
seas and oceans everyday.

Today, around 13,000 pieces of plastic litter
are floating in every square kilometer of our
oceans and seas.

58% of marine debris is attributed to shoreline
and recreational activities.

If an animal becomes entangled in marine
debris, it is in serious trouble! It can get
injured, get an infection or be killed because it
can’t escape its predators. Entanglement
usually occurs because the animal is simply
curious and wants to investigate any foreign
object in its environment.

Source: World Trash Statistics (UN)

Wildlife can get entangled in discarded fishing nets
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How Can We Help?

D Always throw litter in designated places,
remember what we throw on land can land up
in the marine water.

» Clean up after you have a picnic at the beach.

» Participate in clean-up campaigns conducted by
local environmental agencies and organizations
or help organize one in your organization.

» When you go fishing, ensure you have proper
licenses and do not fish in reproductive
season. Ensure that you have safe fishing
equipments and do not discard your used
equipments in the sea.

» While at sea, always anchor your boats on
sandy beds in-between the corals. This will
help protect the corals.

» If you see anyone fishing in the mangrove areas
with fishing nets and discarding them, talk to
them or report them to the Environment
Agency-Abu Dhabi, or any other designated
authority in other emirates.

» Do notanchor your boat in the sea grass beds.
This damages the sea grass. Remember that
this is the main food source for dugongs and
green turtles.
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Active volunteers helping to keep Abu Dhabi's beaches clean

National and Global Efforts to
Prevent Marine

Debris

MARPOL - This is the international convention
for prevention of marine pollution from ships in the
sea. It regulates the quantity and type of waste that
ships may discharge into the sea, taking into
account the ecological sensitivity of different seas.
All kinds of plastic are generally prohibited. The
UAE has signed into this convention.

Basel Convention- This governs the trans-
boundary movement of hazardous waste and their
disposal. The UAE has signed into this convention.

London Convention - This convention
prohibits the dumping of solid waste into the sea.

AGENDA 21 and Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation- This agreement calls on its
member countries to protect all seas and oceans.

UAE Federal Law No. 23 and 24 (1999)-
These 2 laws clearly stipuates the protection of
Marine environment

Local Law No. 21 (2005)- Calls for proper
maganement of waste.

S =P By S WY [ P
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi,
P.O Box: 45553, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
Tel.: +971 2 4454777, Fax: +971 2 4463339
Email: customerservice@ead.ae
Website: www.ead.ae
CLvJJl Gl pluddinls driw Ay « AL o‘).l_’.l.l alxo ,o.la.uudl Bus!
bgall o pluddiuls de b)) &uai J.lwy’ua P-ILA"
Paper used is produced with wind-generated energy, 100% recycled
and acid free. This publication is printed using Soya Ink.

"'I'".-H.'

A dead turtle killed by marine debris
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