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Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital

Established in 1999, the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital
(ADFH) is the first public institution in the world
providing comprehensive veterinary health care serv-
ices exclusively for falcons. In the first six years of its
existence, the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital has
emerged as one of the most reputed falcon hospitals
in the Gulf region.

The ADFH, the largest falcon hospital in the UAE,
is affiliated to and governed by the Environment
Agency in Abu Dhabi. With a patient influx of more
than 13,000 in the first six years, ADFH has a wide
patient-base not just in the UAE, but also in coun-
tries such as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Kuwait and the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The ADFH is one of the major centers in the UAE
for the CITES (Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species) registration of falcons. It is
also in charge of issuing the falcon passport.

ADFH actively promotes research in falcon medicine
and surgery in collaboration with national and inter-
national institutions to continuously improve the
treatment of birds and has established itself success-
tully in the international avian research field with var-
ious scientific publications and presentations.

Adjunct to the medical facilities and a state-of-the-art

laboratory, the ADFH includes a museum that pro-
motes awareness on falconry in general as well as the
Agency’s conservation efforts with respect to falcons.

The ADFH is staffed with highly qualified veterinar-
ians, veterinary technicians, laboratory technicians
and administrative and supportive personnel whose
expertise ensures the high quality of care for falcons.

ADFH actively promotes disease awareness and pre-
vention campaigns by educating falconers on the
nature and method of spread of diseases like
Aspergillosis, Clostridiosis, Newcastle disease, Falcon
Pox etc. It also tries to improve awareness on condi-
tions like lead poisoning and shenadra intoxication
and advises falconers on improved nutrition and hus-
bandry. Training is also provided to falconers, stu-
dents of veterinary medicine and to veterinarians
who undertake internships at the ADFH.

ADFH is involved in educating school and universi-
ty students as well as the general
public on the rich tradition of fal-
contry, health issues and conserva-
tion of these endangered species.

ADFH is fully responsible for the
rehabilitation of confiscated fal-
cons and other raptors as well as
the late Sheikh Zayed Falcon
Release Programme.

Facility and Equipment

The Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital complex consists of
the hospital building, wards for 60 hospitalized
patients, a newly built quarantine station for 40 fal-
cons and two large free-flight aviaries. The hospital
building is divided into a reception and waiting area
with an adjacent museum.

The medical part of the hospital also consists of an
examination room, intensive care unit,
surgery/endoscopy room, X-Ray and Dark room
and pharmacy in addition to the state of the art lab-
oratory. The ADFH in-house library provides the
necessary international literature for further training
and for reference.

Veterinary Services

The following services are offered at affordable com-

petitive prices:

e Disease prevention check ups and vaccinations.

Pre-purchase check ups.

Implantation of microchips (PIT).

Intensive care patient treatment.

Endoscopy with digital recording facility and

transmission of endoscopy pictutes to the falcon’s

owner in the waiting room.

e Eye examinations.

o All surgical procedures (bumble foot, fracture
repair etc).

e Use of conservative and homeopathic/herbal
medicines.

e Sale of special vitamins for falcons in training,
hunting, sickness and moulting.

e Sale of falcon food (ducks, day old chicks, quails,
mice).

e Center for the donation of Saker and peregrine
falcons for the late Sheikh Zayed Falcon Release
Programme (donations of these falcons are possi-
ble any time and without charge).

e Short term stays of falcons whose owners are trav-
eling e.g. on business.

e Moulting of birds in a scientific and professional
manner.

The advanced diagnostic and laboratory examina-

tions include:

e Blood examination for analysis of hematology,
biochemistry, blood electrolytes and blood gas
analysis.

e Microbiological examination of clinical samples
including serological, cytological and bacterial cul-
ture and sensitivity analysis.

e Virological examination of serum samples using
the latest techniques and equipment.

e Bxamination of fecal and crop samples for para-
sites.

e Diagnostic imaging including X-rays and
Endoscopy.
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