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P> OUR BIODIVERSITY

A Snapshot of UAE Wildlife

Note: The global status is according to the IUCN Red List (2009)

Status English Name Arabic Name
Extinct Arabian Wolf il
Striped Hyena [SYSEVNFITE]
Arabian Leopard Guc)l yoill
Locally Caracal i)l
Threatened Sand Cat ooyt
Brandt's Hedgehog [EEVIVEYST)
Blanford's Fox Guleoll Liledll
Globally Arabian Tahr Gy pabi
Ihreatened Mountain Gazelle SlallJijell
Sand Gazelle o I JIjell
Arabian Oryx Gusclilaodl
Saker Falcon Jadl janl
Egyptian Vulture 300l .04
Socotra Cormorant G ihsgull )
Lesser Kestrel Lauge
Lappet-faced Vulture 036Ul i
Greater Spotted Eagle s (hsgh cawl Ulac
Eastern Imperial Eagle Ubaclldlo
Houbara Bustard sJunl
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e The UAE is home to diverse terrestrial fauna and flora. This includes 49
mammalian species (of which 35 are still existing in the wild), 2 amphibians

and 57 reptilian.

¢ More than 2,000 invertebrate species have been recorded in the UAE so far.

¢ The Emirate of Abu Dhabi lies in the middle of the Afro-Eurasian flyway and
hence is animportant area for migrating birds. Over 400 species of birds have
been recorded to date.

Habitat degradation and loss due to
urban expansion and other related
human activities is the main cause
behind the decline in species numbers
and populations.

It is illegal to hunt, collect eggs or
destroy nests in the UAE.

The UAE is a signatory to the Convention
on Biological Diversity and Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species.

There are several wildlife conservation
success stories in the UAE. The Arabian
Oryx (Al Maha) was released successfully
back into its natural habitat after more
than 40 years of extinction in the wild.

A stable population of about 2,000
dugongs lives in Abu Dhabi waters. It is
the second largest dugong population
after Australia.

The waters are home to the critically
endangered Hawksbill Turtle and the
endangered Green Turtle. They have
been found dead entangled in abandoned
fishing nets or vessel strike. Hawksbill
Turtles may also suffer disruption of
nesting through beachfront development
and tourist activity.

WHAT 2
CAN YOU DO &

e Never hunt or hurt any wildlife.

¢ Do not disturb natural habitats and wilderness areas.

* Do not drive randomly in the desert as it kills plants,
small animals, destroys burrows and dens, and

compacts the soil.

¢ Abide by the law andrefrain from hunting any
wildlife and trading illegally in endangered

species.

Around 240 species of fish have been
recorded, but the majority of the main
commercially important fish  species
have been exploited well in excess of
sustainable levels.

Protected areas such as Marawah Marine
Biosphere Reserve Area, Al Yasat Marine
Protected Area, Bu Al Siaief Marine
Protected Area and Al Wathba Wetland
Reserve are all important resting or
breeding sites for wildlife.

Today, we know much more about the
Houbara Bustard's habitat, migrationroute,
breeding season and food - information
which previously remained a mystery.

The Emirate of Abu Dhabi hosts about
400 plant species, while the UAE hosts
around 800, of which around 116 are
considered to be endangered locally and
regionally.

Marine Turtle
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¢ The world's climate is changing and our environment is being affected before e The UAE has one of the highest per capita
our eyes. productions of waste in the world. Each person

 Anestimated 1 million species could become extinct due to climate change. in the UAE produces 750 kgs of domestic waste
. . er year,

e Many communities use plants and animals as sources of food, fuel and pery .
income. This means that if these species were to become extinct, the * In2008, 3P°Ut 5.9 '_“'"'0“ tonnes ofvyaste was
livelinood of millions of people may be affected. produced in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Most of

this waste ended up in landfills.

¢ One computer left on all day releases 1,500 pounds (681.8 kg) of ‘ P ‘
carbon dioxide in a year. It would take 100 to 500 trees to absorb * It may seem like a harmless act to throw a plastic
that amount. bag outside your window, but it takes that plastic

bag 20 years to decompose.

¢ According to a study commissioned by the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi
about the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, climate change may lead to higher sea
levels, increased sea surface temperatures, changes in wave dynamics, and
add stress to our already sensitive coral reefs,

WHAT
CAN YOU DO

¢ Reduce your consumption. Buy and use only what you need.
\/\/HAT e Buy in bulk and store your food in reusable containers to avoid

CAN YOU DO packaging waste.

* Don't double bag your items when you go shopping.

¢ Reduce your use of energy! Less usage of energy means less contributions . . . .
1o the emissions of greenhouse gases which lead to global warming. * Avoid using plastic bags and use a reusable cloth bag instead.

« Translate your environmental responsibility into the strategy of your * Don'tlitter our clean streets. It's against the law.

business. * Visit the website for Centre for Waste Management - Abu Dhabi

* Join www.heroesoftheuae.ae to understand more about the climate (www.cwm.ae) for more tips on how to reduce your waste.

change problem. This website provides simple energy and water
saving tips.



P> AIR POLLUTION

DID YOU g
KNoOw

¢ In the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the power and transportation
sectors, as well as the oil and gas industry, are main sources of
air pollution. SO,, NO, and particulate matter are causing major
concerns.

¢ The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi monitors air quality through mobile
and fixed air quality stations.

WHAT
CAN YOU DO

e Try to carpool with your friends.

¢ Do not leave your car running idle when not in use. Switch the
engine off.

¢ Increase the temperature of your air conditioner by 2 or 3 degrees.

The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) said

“Don’t waste water even if
WATE R you are on a running river.”

DID YOU g
KNOW

¢ The average daily consumption in Abu Dhabi is 550 litres per person,
one of the highest consumption levels in the world.

e The Emirate hardly receives any rain (approximately less than 100 mm a year);
fresh water is scarcely available and we are not a country blessed with rivers
or lakes.

e The Emirate’s water table has dropped by one full metre per year since
the 1980s.

* Based on our current rates of abstraction, we have been warned against the
depletion of both fresh and brackish reserves within 50 years.

¢ Desalination not only harms the economy but harms the environment as well.
* Abu Dhabi relies on the costly process of desalination for its domestic water needs.

e Currently, about 60% of recycled water is used in green areas, parks and
amenity planting.

¢ |f you measured the amount of water consumed by an average family of 4 in the
UAE in 0.5 litre bottles and stacked them on top of each other, they would reach
around the same height as Burj Khalifa.

WHAT
CAN YOU DO

¢ Reduce your water use.
¢ Take quick showers, and avoid long baths.

¢ Turn the tap off when you are brushing your teeth, shaving or washing
dishes or vegetables.

e |f you own a garden or farm, try to plant saltwater tolerant plants or those that
don't require frequent irrigation.

¢ Adjust your garden sprinklers so that they only water your garden during the
coolest part of the day.

e (all800-ADDC to report any leaking pipes or taps.

¢ Join www.heroesoftheuae.ae to read more water saving tips, and to register for
water saving devices to be installed in your home.
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¢ (Ozoneis naturally foundin the stratosphere, which is 15-30 km above Earth's ¢ The majority of the Emirate’s 1.6 million inhabitants live in the coastal zone.
surface. * Itis against the law to drive your automobile on some beaches in the UAE.

¢ The ozone layer protects all forms of life on Earth from harmful ultraviolet « Extensive areas of habitat have been destroyed as beaches are
radiation. mined for sand or graded to make way for shorefront hotels, leisure

e 0Ozone depleting substances include chemical substances widely facilities and homes.
used in refrigerators, air conditioners, fire extinguishers, cleaning * Natural coastal zones have been transformed into artificially landscaped

solvents, and agricultural fumigants. recreational areas.

= ; * The UAE is a signatory to the Vienna Convention for the ‘Protection of the
Ozone Layer' and the Montreal Protocol on ‘Substances that Deplete the

Ozone Layer Top 10 Waste Collected from our Seas
* The UAE Ministry of Environment and Water controls and monitors the entry * Plastic bags o Aluminum cans
of ozone depleting substances into the country. « Bottle caps « Cigarette butts
¢ food wrappers e Straws

e Picnicitems ¢ Rope

¢ Plastic beverage bottles

¢ (lass beverage bottles

WHAT

WHAT
CAN You DO 4 CAN You DO ¥4

e Don'tlitter.

» Ensure that your refrigerator is labelled 'ozone friendly’

* Use ozone friendly gas for your car's AC.

¢ Protect yourself against harmful radiations of UVB. * Join beach and underwater clean up campaigns.

* When you go fishing, ensure you have a fishing license and safe fishing

» Learn more about the ozone layer by visiting www.uneptie.org/ozonaction/ ) ‘ ;
equipment, and never throw any used equipment into the sea.

or www.epa.gov/ozone/strathome.html
¢ |fyouown aboat, only anchor it on sandy beds and not on corals or sea grass

beds, in order to protect them.
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Environment Agency- ABU DHABI

The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD) is a governmental agency that was
established in 1996, EAD is committed to protecting and managing biodiversity,
providing a clean environment and promoting sustainable development in the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi. EAD is continuously evolving its role as a regulatory authority. Since
2008, EAD has been awarded ISO 9001 for Quality; ISO 14001 for Environment and ISO
18001 for Health and Safety.

Tel: 02 445 4777 » Fax: 02 446 4799
E-mail: customerservice@ead.ae ¢ Website: www.ead.ae
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LONG LIVE AMBITION:

Headquartered in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank (ADCB) is a diversified
full service bank active in all banking services that span corporate, retail and commercial
banking, as well as in the areas of treasury derivatives, infrastructure finance, private
banking and wealth management. ADCB's strong franchise is supported by a network of
172 ATMs across the UAE and 45 branches in the UAE as well as 2 branches in India.

ADCB reflects ‘Long Live Ambition'in the way that it deals with its customers, and the
bank is putting this into practice in the products and services it offers too.

Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank has won the Silver Class category of the Sheikh Khalifa
Excellence Award (SKEA) for the Finance Sector and was also named "Best Retail Bank
in the UAE & GCC 2009" by The Asian Banker magazine.

As a corporate citizen, Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank is committed to protecting the
environment and to contributing to the achievement of sustainable development of the
UAE. ADCB constantly endeavors to enhance the bank’s ability to raise environmental
awareness and promote responsible consumerism amongst its clients, in realization of
its social responsibility towards the community in which the bank operates.

Further information on ADCB can be found at www.adcb.com
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